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903). Since the whole gametophyte is formed within the spore
wall, a vegetative prothallus is not necessary, and in the male
gametophyte it is reduced to a single functionless cell. The an-
theridium has a sterile covering consisting of a single layer of
cells, within which biflagellate spermatozoids are produced. The
female prothallus likewise develops within its spore, the spore

Fie. 903. Gametophytes of Selaguiella
Left, section of a female prothallus; the megaspore wall is shown in black; note
the archegonium projecting from the upper surface of the prothallus (redrawn
after Miss Lyons). Upper right, male gametophyte of Sefoginellai note that
it consists of a single prothallial cell and a single antheridium (redrawn after
Belajeflf). Lower right, spermatozoids of SdagineUa, (redrawn after Belajeff)
wall is burst, and the apex of the prothallus with the archegoma is
exposed (Fig. 904). The egg is fertilized by a motile biflagellate
spennaiozoid, and the fertilized egg develops into a sporophyte
(Figs. 905-906), as in other pteridophytes, IB some cases arehe-
gonia may be produced, the eggs may be fertilized, and sporo-
phytes may begin to develop, all before-the spores are shed.
Specialization of spores. The sporangia o! Sdoginella show
greater specialization than do those of typical ferns in that they
are differentiated into megasporaagia and mierosporangia. The
differentiation of the sporangia and spores of BdrngimUa has beea